凱文．克拉斯

出生於比利時的美籍鋼琴家兼指揮Dr. Kevin Class，畢業於美國密西根大學安娜堡分校、密西根州立大學﹐為伊利諾大學香檳分校的音樂藝術博士。曾任教於美國紐約州立大學Potsdam分校﹐現為印地安那大學Bloomington分校歌劇研究(Opera Studies)的教師﹐與著名女高音Martina Arroyo指導專為研究生所開的“歌劇角色研習班”(Advanced Opera Role Preparation) 。
Dr. Class活躍於鋼琴獨奏、指揮和伴奏。他曾以極為優秀的琴藝贏得全額獎學金的比賽﹐進入美國密西根大學Ann Arbor分校攻讀學士學位﹐師事為Charles Fischer。之後曾受教於Ralph Votapek(范克萊本鋼琴大賽首位第一名得主)﹑Gyorgy Sebok和普萊亞Murray Perahia幾位名師。Dr. Class在1998年獲得比利時政府頒發的學術獎學金﹐到布魯塞爾皇家音樂院進修﹐師事Daniel Blumenthal。其間開始對歌劇指揮產生興趣﹐並在比利時著名的歌劇院La Monnaie見習。
攻讀博士學位時﹐Dr. Class決定轉修伴奏﹐副修管弦樂指揮﹐並跟隨著名的聲樂伴奏家John Wutsman學習。在校其間他擔任歌劇組的助理指揮﹐曾多次指揮學校歌劇的公演﹐包括莫扎特的“費加洛的婚禮”﹑“女人皆如此”和Kurt Weill的“Street Scene”。Dr. Class曾在Pine Mountain音樂節和猶他州歌劇季擔任助理指揮。前年他受邀於Opera Illinois﹐指揮普契尼的兩部歌劇“安潔麗卡修女”和“強尼 . 史基基”﹐演出頗受好評。Dr. Class的伴奏經驗也非常豐富。除了跟John Wutsman學習之外﹐也曾受教於Martin Katz﹑Eugene Bossart幾位伴奏名師。他特別致力於現代聲樂作品的推廣﹐曾演出Hugo Weiskall的連篇歌曲和Frederic Rzewski的長篇歌曲“Antigone-Legend”。
今年九月Dr. Class即將轉任田納西大學Knoxville分校，成為鋼琴合作組的主任和Knoxville歌劇團的音樂總監。
Kevin Class

Born in Belgium, pianist and conductor Kevin Class has enjoyed much success as a soloist in many of the world’s major musical centers.  Since his Carnegie Hall debut at the age of 19, he has regularly performed in venues such as Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw, Vienna’s Musikverein and Geneva’s Victoria Hall.  Following several seasons of annual performances in The Netherlands and Belgium, including the complete piano sonatas of Schubert in Amsterdam in 1997, the Belgian government named Kevin a Fellow of the Flemish Community in 1998.
Kevin Class studied the piano with Daniel Blumenthal at the Royal Conservatory of Brussels, as well as with MurrayPerahia, Ralph Votapek, and György Sebok.  His recordings, as a soloist, for CRS, 
Centaur, MMO and Jackal Records include piano concertos of Beethoven, Brahms, Mozart, and chumann with the Stuttgart Symphony Orchestra, as well as albums of solo works by Chopin, Liszt, Schumann and Schubert.  His recording of Elliott Carter’s Piano Sonata 1945-6 received the European Artist’s Dutch Music Critics prize following its release in 1998, and received the commendation of the composer who proclaimed that “my sonata has waited fifty years for such treatment”. Kevin has been profiled by CBC television, as well as BBC Radio, Radio Noord-Holland and NPR. In 1995, Kevin’s Chopin recital at Reinbeck Castle was broadcast throughout Germany.  As a teacher, Kevin has served as Artist-in-Residence at the State University of New York – Potsdam, and has also presented master classes at the conservatories of Brussels, Geneva and Rotterdam, in addition to SUNY-Stonybrook, Ithaca College and other institutions in the United States and Canada.  A tremendously versatile musician, Class' vast repertoire not only embraces the complete chamber music of Brahms, along with the complete piano sonatas of Mozart and Schubert, but extends to the works of Schoenberg, Ligeti, Elliott Carter and Lutoslawski.  Since 1999, Kevin has performed in cooperation with the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in Geneva, performing exclusively for the benefit of the humanitarian organization.

Described by Jan Marisse Huizing as "an important ambassador for today's composers," Class is very active in the performance and recording of much contemporary music.  In March 2000, Class and William Bolcom were featured as guest artists at the 8th annual Crane New Music Festival in Potsdam, New York.   During this festival, Class performed Bolcom's Pulitzer Prize winning Twelve New Etudes for Piano, presented masterclasses and joined Mr. Bolcom for a panel discussion on 'Eclecticism' in music.  Class also returned to the stage and recording studio as a member of Duo Nuova (with saxophonist Timothy McAllister)-premiering Gunther Schuller's Sonata for Alto Saxophone and Piano at Carnegie Hall.


During four seasons as Resident Conductor and Guest Music Director of the Illinois Opera Theatre at the University of Illinois, Kevin conducted numerous productions ranging from Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro and Così fan tutte to French Grand Opera.  As conductor of the Theatre’s Workshop productions, Class presided over performances of a series of American operas including Kurt Weill’s Street Scene, Hugo Weisgall’s Six Characters in Search of an Author and Russell Smith’s Unicorn in the Garden.  With more than 40 operas in his active repertoire, conducting activities have found him on the podium at the Royal Opera House at Covent Garden and the National Opera Studio in London, the National Opera Theatre La Monnaie in Brussels, and in front of the Chicago Youth Symphony, Northern Illinois Philharmonic, Peabody Conservatory Orchestra and the University of Kentucky Symphony Orchestra.  He has served as assistant conductor for productions of Rigoletto and La Cenerentola for Utah Festival Opera, and in February 2006 conducted Puccini’s Suor Angelica and Gianni Schicchi for Opera Illinois (Peoria) to critical and audience acclaim.  

As a collaborative musician, Class has been heard internationally as a vocal and instrumental accompanist and chamber musician.  Class has studied vocal accompanying and coaching with John Wustman, Martin Katz and Eugene Bossart and maintains a dedication to art song and Lieder.  Championing contemporary vocal literature, Class has collaborated in the performance of song cycles of Hugo Weisgall and during the 2006-2007 season will team with mezzo-soprano Emily Langford Johnson in performances of Frederic Rzewski’s monumental monodrama Antigone-Legend.

In March 2005, Class embarked on a Spring Residency project consisting of two-weeks of engagements in Arizona including a televised (PBS) performance as soloist in Scriabin’s Piano Concerto (with the White Mountain Symphony Orchestra), solo and collaborative recitals and several masterclasses.  In May 2006, Class spent three weeks in residence in Taiwan where he taught pianists at both the Taipei Municipal University and Fu-jen Catholic University, conducted and taught an orchestra workshop with the Taipei Da-an String Orchestra and served as a juror for the Hsinchu TSMC Mozart Piano Competition.  

Kevin Class is presently on the Opera Studies faculty of Indiana University’s School of Music where he serves as Music 
Director and Conductor for Martina Arroyo’s Advanced Opera Role Preparation course.  He resides in Bloomington with 
his wife, pianist Bernadette Lo, with whom he occasionally performs as part of the “Lo-Class Piano Duo”.
【五月二十二日】Kevin Class─藝術歌曲大師班
　　　　　　 
時間：2007/05/22 星期二 18:00-20:00
地點：音樂系二期系館A109教室   
曲目及演出者：
Marx   Hat dich die liebe berührt            林倩如｜鋼琴   女高音｜蔡韻茹
Samuel Barber    Knoxville：Summer of 1915  陳貞伊｜鋼琴   女高音: 陳慧真
 
Francis Poulenc   Le Travail du Peintre
                         I.  Pablo Picasso
                                 V. Paul Klee       曾恩慈｜鋼琴   男中音｜湛濠銘

Vincenzo Bellini   I Capuleti e I Montecchi      許慧彥｜鋼琴   女高音｜蔡韻茹
